
In 2006, Indian River County purchased 47.25 acres along the south prong of the Sebastian for preservation
and future restoration.  The purchase price was $4.8 million with $2,160,000 in matching funds from the
Florida Communities Trust.  Originally called the Russell Grove River Buffer, this tract has been re-named
the Cypress Bend Community Preserve (CBCP).

Forty-three acres of the property are abandoned citrus grove and ruderal land, and, according to the
County’s records, 2.5 acres are hardwood hammock with 1.5 acres of freshwater wetlands.  Camp
Oklawaha, a 60-acre Boy Scout campground (http://www.gulfstreamcouncil.org/ok.asp) with rustic
campsites under the canopy of xeric scrub and scrubby pine flatwoods, occupies the land to the north.  The
Boy Scouts have located and mapped more than 150 gopher tortoise burrows in the sandy soiled groves at
CBCP.

On the aerial map above, you can see that a dirt road runs along from Gardenia Street to a cleared area
suitable for parking.  Volunteers have formed a Friends of CBCP to encourage the County to open this
conservation parcel to public access.  Already, volunteers have treated all of the Brazilian pepper on the
property with herbicide.

http://www.gulfstreamcouncil.org/ok.asphttp://www.gulfstreamcouncil.org/ok.asp


Wildlife
The protected cove at the south end of the property is an important calving area for manatees.  Tarpon,
snook, gar, and mullet are among the fish found here.  Otters and alligators also are abundant.

Frequently seen birds include painted buntings, indigo buntings, great horned owls, red shouldered hawks,
barn owls, pileated woodpeckers, red bellied woodpeckers, downy woodpeckers, cardinals, robins, yellow-
rumped warblers, sapsuckers, and sandhill cranes.  Scrub jays that nest nearby often are seen at park
entrance.  Ultimately, the County plans to restore the former citrus grove to xeric scrub jay habitat.

Plants
Scenic high, sandy banks along the Sebastian River support xeric plants, including three species of scrub
oaks, sand pine, and gopher apple.  Climbing aster cascades down the banks, flowering gloriously in the
autumn months.  Moist areas support red maple, water hickory, and swamp lily.

False indigo (Amorpha fruticosa) is likely to be beginning to flower ...

as is sand blackberry (Rubus cuneifolius) ...



Cypress Bend Community Preserve Plant List

as of 4-11-2010

Common name Scientific name

Rosary pea* Abrus precatorious

Red maple Acer rubra

Giant leather fern Acrostichum danaeifolium

False indigo Amorpha fruiticosa

Peppervine Ampelopsis arborea

Chalky bluestem Andropogon glomeratus

Pond apple Annona glabra

Climbing aster Aster carolinianum

Saltbush Baccharis halimifolia

Beggarticks Bidens alba

Blechnum fern Blechnum serrulatum

Beautyberry Callicarpa americana

Water hickory Carya aquatica

Swamp lily Crinum americanum

Rattlebox Crotalaria spectabilis

Common persimmon Diospyros virginiana

Cypress Distichum sp.

Butterfly orchid Encyclia tampensis

Coralbean Erythrina herbacea

Dwarf huckleberry Gaylussacia dumosa

Gallberry Ilex glabra

Cogongrass* Imperata cylindrica

Lantana* Lantana camara

Gopher apple Licania michauxii

Climbing fern* Lygodium sp

Fetterbush Lyonia fruticosa

Hemp-vine Mikania sp.



Cypress Bend Community Preserve Plant List

as of 4-11-2010

Common name Scientific name

Wild balsam apple Momordica charantia

Wax myrtle Myrica cerifera

Guineagrass* Panicum maximum

Royal fern Osmunda regalis

Virginia creeper Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Cabbage palm fern Phlebodium aureum

Sand pine Pinus clausa

Longleaf pine Pinus palustris

Silk grass Pityopsis graminifolia

Ressurection fern Pleopeltis polypodioides var. michauxiana 

Shiny-leaved wild coffee Psychotria nervosa

Braken fern Pteridium auqilinum

Myrtle oak Quercus myrtifolia

Laurel oak Quercus laurifolia

Sand live oak Quercus geminata

Chapman oak Quercus chapmanii

Shiny sumac Rhus copallinum

Sand blackberry Rubus cuneifolius

Heartwing dock Rumex hastatulus

Cabbage palm Sabal palmetto

Brazilian pepper* Schinus terebinthifolious

Saw palmetto Serenoa repens

Bladderpod Sesbania vesicaria

Catbriar Smilax sp.

Quill leaved wild pine Tillandsia setacea

Poison ivy Toxicodendron radicans

Blue curls Trichostema dichotomum



Cypress Bend Community Preserve Plant List

as of 4-11-2010

Common name Scientific name

Casaer weed* Urena lobata

Shiny blueberry Vaccinum myrsinities

Common grape Vitis rotundifolia

Calusa grape Vitis shuttleworthii

Shoestring fern Vittaria lineata

* Invasive pest plant

Plant list started on 3-14-2009; Additions:  11-28-2009, 4-11-2011


